
From Fr. Tom Butler’s Homily Library 

Faith and Luck 

          Do you know of anyone who is really and truly lucky?  With him every time he 

rolls the dice, it always seems to come up a seven? Or when she goes to bingo, she 

always come home winning the big prize?  

     Now, if I may use the word “lucky,” I would like to say that you and I are very 

lucky. We may never hit the lottery or win the car raffle. We may never strike oil in our 

backyard or have the Publishers Clearing House van drive up to our front door, but 

still, WE ARE LUCKY!! In fact, just as that old song so clearly states, “We are the 

luckiest people in the whole world.” 

     I have a feeling that you want to ask me, “Father, how can you say that?” Well, I can 

say that because we are lucky to have been drawn by the Father to follow Jesus Christ. 

     In our gospel for this morning*, Jesus said to the crowd, “No one can come to me 

UNLESS the Father draws him. I will raise him up on the last day.” 

     You and I are lucky because we have been drawn to Jesus by God the Father. If God 

our Father had not given us the gift of faith, and if God the Holy Spirit had not let us 

see the value of our faith, we would not be here at Mass this morning. And Jesus would 

not be raising us up on the last day…or any other day. We would probably be living an 

uncaring life without God…maybe even a life of sin and caring nothing about God or 

the things of God. 

     If that were the case then we would be like people who are buried in sand up to their 

necks waiting for the tide to come in. We would be helpless and hopeless. 

     But that is not for us, is it? No, we have been given the great gift of faith. God has 

given us the grace not only to accept faith, but He has also given us the help we need to 

hold onto it. He has also empowered us to grow in that faith. Why, at this very moment, 

our Heavenly Father is drawing us even closer and closer to Jesus Christ. And today we 

are going to receive Jesus in the Eucharist.  

     Now knowing that, wouldn’t you agree with me that we are the most fortunate…we 

are the luckiest group of people on the face of God’s green earth? That is why we 

should thank God for our faith every day of our lives. 

*Inspired by John 6:44-51 


